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FOREWORD

! In the all too brief years of what was never more than a
half-retirement from his busy life as a bookseller and publisher
Jean Rosemberg was able to find the time to pursue the tertiary
studies he had had to interrupt as a young man in France. Like
many people who return to research and writing after decades of
absorption in other activities he knew exactly what he wanted to
do and what he needed to achieve. However, universities - in
Australia as elsewhere - are rather inflexible institutions,
suspicious of qualifications they have not themselves awarded.
The path through a Diploma of Migrant Studies to a Master of Arts
in French conferred by Monash University in 1985 was quite long
and arduous, but it was followed with determination and without
complaint, even when course requirements of various kinds seemed
altogether extraneous to the goal of a thesis on the French
presence in Australia. 1In the end, too, the proliferation of
essays and articles on a field that is increasingly attractive

to historians meant that the academic exercise itself had to be
somewhat narrow in focus, or apparently so, since in fact detailed
case studies on figures like F.F. Bailliére and F.I. Maurice-
Carton led right to the heart of what was involved in being an
agent and ambassador of French culture in a remote English-speaking
country.

The candidate's supervisor hoped that the results of these
precise investigations would be revised quickly for publication
in an appropriate journal like Explorations. This was not to be.
A commission to produce a general account of the =ubject for a
wider audience had been accepted, and this work was destined to
occupy all its author's available time. Once a cruel and
inexorable disease had been diagnosed, Jean Rosemberg - with
exemplary support from family and friends - devoted the whole
of his energy to completing the task he had undertaken. The
present book is a testimony to his success in this endeavour
and to his exceptional courage.

More important, the reader is not being offered a simple
résumé of the research that has been done by several scholars
over the last ten years or so. Despite the inevitable limitations
of an imposed formula, Jean Rosemberg gives us insights into
lived experience. He does not hesitate to recall impressions
gathered over three and a half decades in our country or to
confront head on the undeniable malaise in Franco-Australian
relations since the early 1970s. At the same time he demonstrates
effectively the strength, the solidity and the importance of a
link that goes back as far as 1788 and that has accompanied us
throughout the period of European settlement. Beyond the already
extensive secondary literature this presentation of the French
role in ocur civilization draws generously on primary sources,
including those that were unusually accessible - in written or
in oral form - to a key participant in French community activities.

There is thus a wealth of information from which even the specia-
list can learn and simultaneously a document for future historians.
In the fullest sense of the word this is the testament of a Franco-
Australian who was a privileged observer of the interaction of

two cultures and who shared our taste for meditation on what it
means to be embarked on the Antipodean adventure.

Wallace Kirsop
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INTRODUCTION

Australian government statistics present figures on%migrant
groups according to their country of birth. But this is not an
approach we propose to follow in this book. Instead, ‘we consider
a French“migrant to be a person who held French nationality at
the time of arrival in Australia or who considers himself/herself
to be French, thus including most, but not all, people born in
Australia to one French parent, or to both. Anyone meeting these
criteria will be described in this book as a French~Australian.

Two further aspects of this book should be briefly underlined.
The first is that ﬁmwﬂiﬂﬂmwfthwthe“s%aﬁéd~aim~of”the~Heritagew
89&4@54 we have dealt only with people who actually settled in
this country, irrespective of whether they stayed on for good
or later changed their minds, as well as with a handful of
temporary visitors who actually contributed to Australia'sg
advancement, development or wealth of knowledge. This explains
why, among the early explorers, we devoted a large place to
Francois Peron but little to Laperouse, among others. It also
explains why most French diplomats are absent from this book,
along with business people who spent limited amounts of time
here but who did not settle or emigrate.

The second aspect is the organisation of the chapters into
areas of activity. This decision was taken after considerable
research showed that a historical or geographical organisation
of the material would have proved unsatisfactory. We did however
Lok & ~.'.' @‘3';4"-- o
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achievements discontinued or halted in contemporary times although
their traces remain and some descendants of these "early achievers"
oni- Q4 alige ; 4 A
. Most French Australians are referred

3 } § M to l\t%u\_, ; .
to 1n-$a;$g¥wa, that is in fields where French migrants may have
been involved many years ago, but where others are still active
today. '




introduction - 2

There are certainly many more migrants with .interesting
stories to recount, but most French people here make it slmost
& religion to "keep a low profile". So may we offer an apology,
albeit a half-hearted one, to those who shbuld be, but are not,
in this book,

On the other hand, this book is especially directed at the
hundreds of "o0ld Australians' met in shops, - = public transport
o in parks, who greet the revelation that one is French with
a "Really? There aren't many of you herel!" May we hope they read
this book and, as a consequence, change their opinion.




