The Institute for the Study of French Australian Relations
2027 Symposium

Ways of Seeing the Other. Representations of France and Australia
Facons de voir 1'Autre. Représentations de la France et de 1'Australie

Friday 2 April and Saturday 3 April 2027
Venue: RMIT, Melbourne. In person
Call for Papers

The 2027 ISFAR Symposium invites papers that reflect on the significance of the
choices made by Australian and French 'cultural creators'—including artists,
filmmakers, photographers, playwrights, directors and curators amongst others—
in engaging with the other country. These representational choices, including of
topic, focus, perspective, and medium, tend to influence the perceptions that we
hold of one another, and may challenge, undermine or reinforce expectations and
behaviours.

The title of the Symposium echoes a foundational work of art criticism, Ways of
Seeing (1972), written by the multi-talented critic, artist and intellectuel engage
John Berger (1926-2017). 'Every image', wrote Berger, 'embodies a way of
seeing'—a 'way of seeing' that is an act, a choice of interpretation, of what to
focus on, of what to 'see'. Both the production and the reception of images may
be the subject of critical analysis.

The focus of the conference is not only on what are normally classified as the
visual arts, encompassing the creation and appreciation of painting, drawing,
sculpture and photography, but also on the performing arts, theatre and dance, on
film, television, graphic novels, exhibitions, museums and their catalogues,
architecture, advertising, fashion and digital media, reflecting the rich and multi-
dimensional nature of the myriad images that we create of one another.

Particular attention is invited to Indigenous perspectives and practices, including
those of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, and those of Indigenous
communities across the Francophone world on Australia. Such contributions may
explore how images are produced, contested, and reinterpreted from within
distinct epistemologies, and how visual and performative practices engage with
questions of sovereignty, representation, and cultural exchange.



We also welcome papers that address other topics within the field of French-
Australian relations.
Papers may be in English or French.

Format. We propose the choice of two formats for presentations:
Standard presentations (20 minutes + 10 minutes for Q&A)
Work-in-progress presentations (15 minutes + 5 minutes for Q&A)

Submission. Please send a 150 word abstract and a brief biography to
elizabeth.rechniewski@sydney.edu.au by
12 October 2026, indicating which format your paper will adopt.

Proposals are welcome from academics, research students, curators and other
arts professionals, and independent scholars. Postgraduate and Honours students
are encouraged to apply for the Colin Nettelbeck Award ($500). Details below.

Publication. Subject to the usual review process, a selection of papers from the
Symposium will be published in The French Australian Review.

In-person presentations. The focus of the Symposium is on in-person
presentations. Only in exceptional circumstances can we accept papers to be
given online.

The Colin Nettelbeck Award ($500), to finance travel for research or conference
attendance, will be awarded to an Honours or Postgraduate student whose paper
is accepted for the Symposium. Candidates for the award should send, together
with their abstract and cv, a brief explanation of the purpose to which the funds
will be put and details of any institutional support they may receive for that
project. Criteria for the award include the quality of the abstract, the relevance of
the paper to the themes of the Symposium and the degree of financial support
already available to the candidate. The Research Committee’s decision, including
the decision whether to make an award, will be final. The award will be
announced by mid-January 2027.

For further information please contact: elizabeth.rechniewski@sydney.edu.au



